
Insulinoma 

Insulinoma - Pancreatic neuroendocrine carcinoma is one of the most common tumours 

diagnosed in ferrets. The tumours grow on the pancreas, causing excess inulin to be produced 

(benign or malignant). As insulin is over produced, this causes blood sugar to fall, this 

disease is most seen in ferrets of 3years +.  

Symptoms include: lethargy, loss of appetite, hind end weakness and seizures.  

Treatment for insulinoma can include: surgery to remove as much as the tumours as possible 

and steroid medication; Prednisone and Diazoxide. Diet management is a must with 

insulinoma ferrets as they need to eat small meals at least every 4 hours. 

Adrenal Disease 

Adrenal disease - Hyperadrenocorticism is a disease common in middle age ferrets causing 

the adrenal gland to over produce a range of hormones; sex hormones and cortisol. 

Symptoms include: lethargy, weakness, hair loss (typically between the shoulders and at the 

base of the tail), vulva swelling in females (spay females and not in breeding season), 

aggression and mating behaviours in castrated males. 

Treatment for adrenal disease includes: the Deslorelin implant every 6months – 1 year or 

Lupron injections yearly. 

Lymphoma 

Lymphoma - Lymphosarcoma can happen anywhere throughout the body in the lymph nodes. 

Many organs can be involved in this disease, making treatment dependent on where this is 

found in the body. 

Symptoms include: loss of appetite, weight loss, lumps under the skin (swollen lymph nodes), 

diarrhoea and blood in faeces and enlarged spleen.  

Treatment includes: surgery for solitary masses, supportive care, Steroid medication or 

chemotherapy. 

 


